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Latest Picks

March 11, 2024
Pick of the Week:  Galaxies, Alchemists, and Numbers
March 4, 2024
Pick of the Week:  Medalist Medalist Medalist


LATEST FEATURES, ESSAYS, COLUMNS, ROUNDTABLES, & REVIEWS

March 12, 2024 By Sean Gaffney 
My Stepmom’s Daughter Is My Ex: “Within Arm’s Reach”
By Kyosuke Kamishiro and TakayaKi. Released in Japan as “Mamahaha no Tsurego ga Motokano datta” by Kadokawa Sneaker Bunko. Released in North America by J-Novel Club. Translated by Gierrlon Dunn. This is the first volume taking place after our main couple have gotten together… again… and as you can imagine, it’s leading up to one big scene. That said, it certainly does meander before it gets there. This series has always played with viewpoint – from the start, the main chapters alternated between Mizuto and Yume, usually with some variation on how they used to be in love but are older and wiser now. As the series went on, we got more and more viewpoints from the POV of other characters, such as the best friends of our lead couple,…

Read More

March 10, 2024 By Sean Gaffney 
Fake Saint of the Year: You Wanted the Perfect Saint? Too Bad!, Vol. 4
By kabedondaikou and Yunohito. Released in Japan as “Risō no Seijo? Zannen, Nise Seijo Deshita! Kuso of the Year to Yobareta Akuyaku ni Tensei Shitanda ga” by Kadokawa Books. Released in North America by J-Novel Club. Translated by Rymane Tsouria. It has gotten to the point where it’s rare that we get a modern light novel that is NOT based on a pre-existing web novel in some way, shape or form. Which makes sense – the light novel is still booming in Japan, and it’s much easier to take an author who’s gotten to the top of the rankings on Narou and edit their work into something for the mainstream than to rely on things like competitions and the like. And there’s nothing wrong with the end of this series….

Read More

March 9, 2024 By Sean Gaffney 
A Late-Start Tamer’s Laid-Back Life, Vol. 9
By Yuu Tanaka and Nardack. Released in Japan as “Deokure Tamer no Sono Higurashi” by GC Novels. Released in North America by J-Novel Club. Translated by A.M. Cola. If you read this series to watch it tick boxes, this is a very good volume. As you can tell from the cover, we get to tick the box ‘beach episode’, as Yuto and his tamed monsters get to dress in swimsuits for the beach (though apparently the non-human ones have to wear one-piece suits, presumably so we don’t have to deal with penguins in bikinis) and also got to have their very own Jurassic Park event on an uncharted desert island (which, of course, he manages to complete by himself purely on instinct and luck, something which absolutely boggles the mods)….

Read More

March 7, 2024 By Sean Gaffney, Michelle Smith, Ash Brown and Anna N 
Manga the Week of 3/13/24
SEAN: Middlemarch, and no manga adapting George Eliot. Alas. MICHELLE: That would be interesting! ASH: Surely, this must exist somewhere already, right? ANNA: I may be more curious about this hypothetical George Eliot manga than anything actually coming out this week. SEAN: Airship has a print release of Kuma Kuma Kuma Bear 17, Mushoku Tensei: Jobless Reincarnation 26 (the final volume, though sequels are coming), and Yes, No, or Maybe? 2. The early digital debut is The Evil Queen’s Beautiful Principles (Akutoku Joō no Kokoroe), from the creative team behind Accomplishments of the Duke’s Daughter. A crown princess has been locked up for years, docile as a doll. Now she’s free… and suddenly her parents are murdered. This seems on the “serious” side of the genre. ASH: It does seem…

Read More

March 7, 2024 By Sean Gaffney 
From Old Country Bumpkin to Master Swordsman: My Hotshot Disciples Are All Grown Up Now, and They Won’t Leave Me Alone, Vol. 2
By Shigeru Sagazaki and Tetsuhiro Nabeshima. Released in Japan as “Katainaka no Ossan, Kensei ni Naru: Tada no Inaka no Kenjutsu Shihan Datta noni, Taisei Shita Deshitachi ga Ore o Hōttekurenai Ken” by SQEX Novels. Released in North America by J-Novel Club. Translated by Hikoki. There’s almost a mini-genre now that can be summed up as “OP protagonist is excessively humble, does not realize their own OPness”. It can’t simply be that they’re constantly belittling themselves and saying anyone can do what they do with a little bit of effort, it’s that when we see them in action we know that this is demonstrably false, that they really are incredibly talented and special. Several times in these books we see Beryl fighting someone or something and thinking “huh, I guess…

Read More

March 5, 2024 By Sean Gaffney 
Taking My Reincarnation One Step at a Time: No One Told Me There Would Be Monsters!, Vol. 4
By KAYA and Naru. Released in Japan as “Tensei Shōjo wa Mazu Ippo kara Hajimetai: Mamono ga Iru toka Kiitenai!” by MF Books. Released in North America by J-Novel Club. Translated by Amy Osteraas. I am frequently proved wrong when I write reviews of light novels, but it’s rare I’m proven this wrong this fast. Last volume I wondered if we could get a bit more of happy, joyful Sara because I was annoyed with cranky, grouchy Sara. I am prepared to do a complete 180 – after this volume, I think the reason I find Sara most interesting is because she’s always so bitter about everything. First of all, it helps to differentiate her as a character from various other plucky young girls who were reincarnated and now have…

Read More

March 2, 2024 By Sean Gaffney 
Private Tutor to the Duke’s Daughter: Illusions of History
By Riku Nanano and cura. Released in Japan as “Koujo Denka no Kateikyoushi” by Fujimi Fantasia Bunko. Released in North America by J-Novel Club. Translated by William Varteresian. Private Tutor to the Duke’s Daughter is hardly the first Japanese series to feature what are, for want of a better term, “battle maids”. They’ve been around for as long as there have been anime. Generally speaking the key two aspects of battle maids are that they are ludicrously good at combat, but also incredibly proud of being maids, also to a ludicrous degree. That said, Leinster maids also have one very important aspect to them, one that can even get in the way of maid duties or combat: they like to watch Allen and Lydia be sweet together, and gush over…

Read More

March 1, 2024 By Sean Gaffney 
Suppose a Kid from the Last Dungeon Boonies Moved to a Starter Town, Vol. 14
By Toshio Satou and Nao Watanuki. Released in Japan as “Tatoeba Last Dungeon Mae no Mura no Shonen ga Joban no Machi de Kurasu Youna Monogatari” by GA Bunko. Released in North America by Yen On. Translated by Andrew Cunningham. I was somewhat surprised when I read the afterword to find that the 15th volume of this series is supposed to be the last. Honestly, this felt like the sort of series that could go forever, even if it did feel like it was wrapping up all the plot points. But here we are, with the penultimate volume, and the focus this time is definitely on our main Big Bad, Eve. She’s always been a fairly dislikable figure, even in the bunny suit, and the prologue we get here hammers…

Read More

February 29, 2024 By Sean Gaffney, Michelle Smith, Anna N and Ash Brown 
Manga the Week of 3/6/24
SEAN: It’s March, and… LOOK OUT! LION! We start off with Viz Media, which has no debuts. But we get Black Clover 34, Blade of the Moon Princess 3, Blue Box 9, Ima Koi: Now I’m in Love 9 (the final volume), The King’s Beast 12, Kubo Won’t Let Me Be Invisible 12 (the final volume), Like a Butterfly 5, My Hero Academia 37, and Wolf Girl and Black Prince 6. MICHELLE: I should probably read those shoujo titles… ANNA: Me too! SEAN: Udon Entertainment has the 3rd and final omnibus of Robotics;Notes. Tokyopop debuts Cover My Scars with Your Kiss (Kizuato ni Kuchidzuke), a BL title from LiQuille. This tale combines love, “you look like the guy I’m really in love with”, and dentistry. Which sounds awesome, to be…

Read More
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From the Archives

August 4, 2022 By Sean Gaffney Leave a Comment
Manga the Week of 8/10/22
SEAN:  There's stuff!  Coming out next week!  Surprise!  (You are not surprised.)

Airship has the ...
[Read More...]

January 29, 2015 By Sean Gaffney 3 Comments
Manga the Week of 2/4
SEAN:  Did you enjoy your quiet month?  Good, cause February is back to business as usual, and every ...
[Read More...]

June 1, 2023 By Sean Gaffney Leave a Comment
Manga the Week of 6/7/23
SEAN:  Oh dear, June is busting out all over.  Better call a plumber.

Yen On has two debuts - ...
[Read More...]

October 2, 2012 By Sara K. 13 Comments
It Came From the Sinosphere: Manga and Manhwa Titles
There is a famous sci-fi TV series called Yínhé Fēilóng which means "Milky Way Flying Dragon." ...
[Read More...]

November 20, 2008 By MJ 2 Comments
Night Flight Comics!
Things are going well here in Salt Lake City.  We've seen some terrific actors, and the weather has ...
[Read More...]

More Posts from the Archives


DRAMA DIARY

By Anna N 
Skip Beat! the drama
I recently marathoned 14 episodes of the Tawainese live action version of Skip Beat! which is airing now on ...
[Read More...]

By Anna N 
Drama Diary: IRIS Episodes 1-5
I tend to watch mostly romantic comedies when I am viewing k-drama, but IRIS is a bit different. This is a ...
[Read More...]

MORE DRAMA DIARY
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